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FACT SHEET: U.S. COAST GUARD RESPONSE TO GROUNDED VESSELS 

The U.S. Coast Guard responded to approximately 15 groundings during the past three years on Oahu. That number is most likely significantly larger because the statistics on file are based off large commercial vessels requiring more stringent Coast Guard attention.
Some recreational or smaller vessel groundings probably went unreported.
Below are frequently asked questions regarding Coast Guard operations during vessel groundings:
How does the Coast Guard respond to groundings?
The primary concern is always safety of the people aboard. Once that aspect is resolved, the Coast Guard addresses protection of property and natural resources, the potential damage to piers or other vessels, reef integrity, potential pollution in the water and the adequacy of aids to navigation.
The Coast Guard works in tandem with the state and vessel owner to develop the most efficient response. In an ideal situation, the Coast Guard strives to ensure all pollutants are removed from the vessel. After that, a commercial tug is brought in to free and tow the vessel to a nearby port where it will be hauled out of the water so a damage survey can be done.
Should I notify anyone if I run aground and if so, who?
Virtually any incident can and should be reported to the National Response Center at 800-424-8802. Boaters can report emergencies to the Coast Guard via VHF marine band radio channel 16 or in Honolulu at 808-842-2600.
What is the difference between oil recovery vs. vessel salvage?
While the Coast Guard oversees the entire evolution, from oil recovery phase through salvage, we have the authority to hire our own contractors for oil removal, but not for salvage. The process where we hire a contractor is usually considered a last resort, used in instances when the owner isn’t financially capable of taking proper action, does not care about the incident, or is taking action but it’s falling short.
The Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund is a pot of money that we can use to fund the removal of hazardous material. The law states that it is supposed to be used for fuel removal only, not vessel salvage; however, salvage can be conducted if approved by the Commandant of the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard does not have the statutory mandate, authority or funding to conduct wreck removal.
Once we finish with the hazard waste removal, we still have a stake in the operation, but the state now shifts to the primary role. The owner then would work with the state for the final removal of the vessel.
Where can I get more information on this topic? 

USCG Boating: www.uscgboating.org and the State of Hawaii’s Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation (Hawaii specific) hawaii.gov/dlnr/dbor.
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